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The growth of the
church in Congo began
as leaders like Pierre
Mazemba read scripture
with his family. Villages
also gathered around
catechists who shared
the gospel.

Today Mennonite churches in Congo
include over 225,000 members.



Congo Centennial Celebrations -
Will You Participate? Congolese Mennonites are preparing to

W celebrate what the Lord has done through a

century of continuous Christian Mennonite
witness in the Democratic Republic of Congo in
2012. The period of July 16-26, 2012 has
been set aside for the celebrations.

Congolese Mennonite leaders including
Pastor Benjamin Mubenga of the Evangelical

W Mennonite Church of Congo, Pastor Adolphe
Komuesa of the Mennonite Church of Congo,
and Pastor Damien Pelende of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Congo, are

extending an open invitation to all interested persons to travel to the DR Congo to
participate in the festivities.

We at AIMM are willing to help facilitate travel arrangements between North America
and Congo for this Centennial Celebration. It will simplify Congolese Mennonites’
hosting responsibilities if we travel as a group. We are also likelier to get air ticket
reductions and other benefits if we travel on the same schedules as much as possible.
Following are schedule and cost estimates. The costs may be reduced somewhat if we
are able to receive group airline ticket rates.

Proposed Travel Schedule

Leave Chicago (or other U.S. or Canadian point) July 12
Arrive in Kinshasa July 13
Orientation/tourism in Kinshasa July 14
Worship in Kinshasa Mennonite
congregations, July 15

Travel to Tshikapa (Mennonite Church of
Congo headquarters) July 16

Stay at the Tshikapa Centennial Welcome
Center dorm block (see picture), July 16-22. :
Experience Congolese Mennonite Church Worshlp music and food Fellowsh|p with
Congolese believers. Hear presentations on Congolese Mennonite history and life.




July 22-23 Transition from Tshikapa to Mbuji Mayi
Stay at Mbuji Mayi (Evangelical Mennonite Church of Congo headquarters) July 23-26.
Experience more of Mennonite church life and lively worship, hear the story of how the
Evangelical Mennonite Church came to be, see diamond miners at work.
Return to Kinshasa July 27
Begin return to USA/Canada July 28
Arrive July 29

)

An Option at Additional Cost

While at Tshikapa, take a day tour by air to several former mission &
station localities

Cost estimate (in U.S. dollars)

Congo visa application via AIMM office $120
Air tickets Chicago-Kinshasa-Chicago $2,400
(could be reduced somewhat at group rates)
Air travel Kinshasa-Tshikapa $550
Air travel to Mbuji Mayi $400
Living expenses in Congo $1,050
Vehicle travel within Congo $150
TOTAL $4,670

Note: This cost estimate is not final. It does NOT include such things as: temporary medical
insurance (highly recommended); travel between your location and Chicago; tourist purchases;
meals and or accommodations while traveling in North America; cost of obligatory vaccinations,
notably yellow fever; cost of malaria preventive medicine (highly recommended).

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN TRAVELING TO THE DR CONGO TO JOIN IN THIS
CELEBRATION, PLEASE LET AIMM STAFF KNOW OF YOUR INT ENTIONS. WE
ARE NOT ASKING FOR A COMMITMENT AT THIS POINT, BUT AN EXPRESSION
OF GENUINE INTEREST. CONTACT US BY SEPTEMBER 30, 2011 IN THE
FOLLOWING WAYS:

Email- lola@aimmintl.org; Phone- 574-535-0077; mail- P.O. Box 744, Goshen, IN. 46527.

EVEN IF YOU DO NOT PLAN TO TRAVEL AS A GROUP BUT IN STEAD MAKE
YOUR OWN ARRANGEMENTS, PLEASE LET US KNOW. WE CAN THEN INFORM
THE MENNONITE CHURCHES OF YOUR COMING SO THAT YOUR ARRIVAL WILL
BE EXPECTED AND PLANNED FOR. THANK-YOU!



AIMM 2012 Centennial

Events Planned for North America

It .
Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission  will soon be 100 years old. (\§
Special celebrations are being planned across North ;@
America during the month of September 2012 . Tentative
plans include holding events at the following dates and places:

Sept. 7- Archbold, OH Sept. 21 — Mountain Lake, MN
Sept. 9- Fort Wayne, IN Sept. 23 — Central lllin  ois
Sept.14- Berne, IN Sept. 28 — Steinbach, MB
Sept.16- Goshen, IN Sept. 30 — Newton, KS

We are hoping that one or more Congolese leaders will be present for this series
of programs. Possible elements of these celebrations include: a special
Centennial display; a power point overview of 100 years of presence and witness
in the Congo; greetings and short presentation from a Congolese representative;
reﬂectlons from a Congo MK or retired missionary; reflections from a past or

| present board member; official release of the book of
Congo stories; Q & A time with the Congolese
leaders and other AIMM representatives.

More information will follow in future Africa Journals.

Possible AIMM MK Reunion, Summer
2012

The AIMM Office is suggesting that there is a need to organize a second MK
Reunion. The first, held summer 2009 and planned by Tim Bertsche, was a
notable success. Could such a Reunion be combined in some way with the
projected AIMM North American Centennial celebrations? That way there would
be opportunity for one or more Congolese leaders to be present at such an
event. If you are willing to be part of a planning committ ee for the next
AIMM MK Reunion,

please contact Lola Gingerich at lola@aimmintl.orqg; 574-535-0077.




Tshikapa Centennial Welcome Center

Progress Report

AIMM facilitated travel to Tshikapa
for a 12 person North American
Building Team in January 2011.
The Team’s goal was to assist
= local masons and other builders as
. the Congolese began work on the
~ Center's Assembly Hall. During
the two weeks of shared work
between Congolese and North American builders, the foundations of the
Assembly Hall were laid, and the walls were raised up to lintel level.
Preparations were also made for further buildings.

Since then, the Congolese builders have continued to mark excellent progress.
The Assembly Hall is essentially completed, with the roof, windows and doors
installed. The same is true for the Dining Hall/kitchen. One 7 room dormitory
block is completed, and
foundations have been laid
for the two remaining
dormitory blocks. Thanks
to all who have already
contributed to this project,
and thanks for your
continued support!

Welcome Center Assembly Hall



Congo Story Gathering Project Update

Three Congolese writers: Jean-Felix Tshimbala Nga Wa Mpoyi  of the
Evangelical Mennonite Church of Congo, along with Vincent Ndandula and
Beleji Jackson from Mennonite Church of Congo, are continuing to produce
stories about individual Congolese Mennonites over the last century who
followed Christ, helped build the church and made an impact for God.
Congolese Mennonites are taking the lead, in collaboration with AIMM, to gather,
write and publish these stories, thus giving glory to God and celebrating 100
years of ministry in Congo.

Currently we are ahead of schedule, as the 3 writers have already produced 90
stories! We are also receiving some stories about Congolese believers from
former AIMM missionaries.

Still to be Accomplished

The French stories need to be

translated into English, and the English (_\
into French, a process that has just /-\

begun.

In late 2011 or early 2012, the three writers will gather with church
Presidents Benjamin Mubenga and Adolphe Komuesa to go over
produced materials. Together, we will make final decisions as to the
contents of the French and English versions of the proposed “Centennial
Book”.

The French version is slated to be published in time for the Centennial
celebrations in Congo which are scheduled for July 16-26, 2012 in
Tshikapa and Mbuji Mayi.

The English version needs to be published before September 2012, as
during that month a series of celebrations of the Centennial of both AIMM
and the Congo Churches are planned across North America.



What is Needed

Pray for this project and its positive impact for God’s kingdom!
Praise God for the generous gifts of many churches, organizations, and
individuals for this project! We have received a total of $109,640 in
contributions thus far.

So far, total expenses have been $64,550. These include the
researchers’ equipment, their transportation costs, the

cost of the seminars and meetings, and the writers’

costs.

Total budget costs are projected at $130,000.

Significant costs still before us include translation of the

stories; editing; and printing quantities of both French and English
versions.

Thanks for continuing to support this project!

The Orodara
congregation
of the
Evangelical
Mennonite
Church of
Burkina Faso
celebrated
Christmas day
2010 by baptizing
SiX new . ; 4 S TS
believers. This young woman, Alima, is being baptized by Pastor Abdias
Coulibaly (right), while a congregational elder (left) assists. Our Lord Jesus
Christ spoke about how heaven rejoices when a sinner repents. Praise God!




Congolese Mennonite Leaders Visit

Pastor Benjamin Mubenga, President of AIMM's International Central Council, and
President of the Evangelical
Mennonite Church of Congo,
traveled to the USA for the first time
June 27 through July 9, 2011.

Pastor Mubenga was
accompanied by Rod Hollinger-
Janzen, AIMM Coordinator, as he
traveled and made contacts with
churches and individuals in Kansas,
Nebraska, Minnesota, lowa,
Indiana, and Pennsylvania.

Pastors Damien Pelende, Benjamin Mubenga, Rod Holli  nger-Janzen

Pastor Mubenga shared about projects such as the School of Evangelism through
which their church plans to train missionaries and church leaders, and the Guesthouse
his church is seeking to build in Mbuji Mayi. Pastor Mubenga’s message to Mennonites
in North America was simple and profound: “Thank-you for sending missionaries to
Congo. If you had not done so, our churches would not exist today. Thank-you for
caring enough to bring Christ to us. Thanks for continuing to walk with us and support
us.”

Pastor Damien Pelende , President of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Congo, visited
Canada and the USA. He arrived in Canada June 11 for the meetings of the
International Community of Mennonite Brethren, which he has served as Vice President.
He then visited churches in Montreal and Toronto before participating in the Mennonite
Church Canada Assembly July 4-5 and inviting Canadian Mennonites to visit Congo for
the 2012 Centennial celebrations.

Pastors Pelende and Mubenga then joined together to travel to Pittsburgh to attend the
Mennonite Church USA Convention July 7-8. During that time, they presented a
seminar on “One Hundred Years of Mennonite Witness in Congo”. When they spoke
briefly to the delegate body, it was again to invite participants to Congo for 2012.



Kalonda Bible Institute

Graduates

Lubanza Miaka and Madame Ngalula

KBI held its July 2011
graduation ceremonies at
which 3 students were
honored (see photos).

Sadly, news has come
concerning the death of
Mbuyi Mbuyi of tuber-
culosis. He was part of
the 2012 graduating
class. Our deepest
sympathies to his family
and friends.

In 2012, 7 students will complete
their studies, while in 2013, 12
students will be eligible to graduate.

Thanks for your prayers and
financial support for Kalonda

Bible Institute!

Tshimanga Bamana and
Madame Ntumba

Numbi Georges and Madame Kanku



Melvin Claassen (excerpted and slightly revised
from the family’s published obituary)

Melvin Claassen passed into the arms of his
loving Heavenly Father on Wednesday Feb.2,
2011 at the Good Samaritan Village in Mountain
Lake, MN. We will miss him greatly, but are so
thankful he is with his God and Savior whom he
loved and served so faithfully.

Melvin accepted the Lord on his mother’s knee
at the age of 5 and, upon confession of faith,
was baptized at the age of 16 at the Emmaus
Mennonite Church in Whitewater, KS. In August
1952 he married Martha Buhler from Mountain
Lake, MN and they began their journey of more than 58 years together. While
attending Grace College of the Bible, they felt God leading them into missions in
Africa. After preparatory studies in agriculture and French language, they went
to Congo in 1958 with Congo Inland Mission, serving there until 1974. Melvin
worked with building and mechanics, taught English, worked with national
pastors and accompanied Congolese in growing healthy crops and animals.

After returning to the States in 1974, Melvin and Martha settled in Mountain
Lake. Melvin worked with a manufacturing firm, did grounds keeping at Grace
College, and served as interim or full time pastor in several settings.

We, his family, are so grateful for his leadership, teaching and example of what it
means to be a godly husband and father.

He is survived by his wife Martha, and children Evangeline and Steve.



Samuel James Barkman
(Sept.23, 1918 - Aug.31, 2009)

Three words epitomized Sam Barkman , of Fresno, CA:
Vital, Skilled, Dedicated.

Sam was true to his missionary
inheritance. His parents J.P. and
Mathilda Barkman served in the
Belgian Congo with Congo Inland
Mission from 1916-1945. Sam was
born in Congo. His elementary and
high school education were obtained
in Berne, Indiana, followed by a B.A.
degree from Bethel College in North
Newton, KS. U.O.P., in Stockton,
CA. granted him a Master’s Degree.

Sam'’s adult life has been devoted to

young people, as evidenced by years

teaching in public schools, many of

them at McLane High School; and

numerous years directing Junior High School Choral activities at U.O.P., Pacific
Music Camp, Lisle Boys’ Choir, and Youth Choirs at First Presbyterian Church in
Fresno.

Sam married Lydia Voth on January 1, 1946. He is also survived by his son,
David, and daughter, Kathy.



Jim Bertsche attends the 2011 FEBC Convention

Jim Bertsche , with assistance from volunteer driver
Roelif Badertscher , represented AIMM at the 2011
Annual Convention of the Fellowship of Evangelical
Bible Churches (formerly the Evangelical Mennonite
Brethren), held in Mountain Lake, MN. July 15-17.
Jim was invited by FEBC’s Mission Commission to
briefly share the story of FEBC involvement, through
AIMM, in planting Mennonite churches in Congo. An
excerpt of his remarks follows:

“One of the earliest Mennonite Conferences to
show interest [in Congo Inland Mission’s
church planting task, beyond CIM’s two
founding conferences] was the Evangelical
Mennonite Brethren. In the 20s and 30s a few
EMB candidates had already sought out the
CIM on their own and were sent to Congo.

It was in 1938 that the EMB Conference officially became a partner in the
work of the CIM/AIMM and patrticipation rapidly grew thereafter. Over time,
a total of 34 EMB missionaries served with the CIM/AIMM. Their combined
time in Congo totals nearly 500 years. In addition, 18 EMB men served at
various times on the CIM/AIMM Board helping to shape and direct this
inter-Mennonite venture of service and witness in the heart of Africa.

| am here to tell you today that the faith, the prayers, the human and
material resources your EMB predecessors invested in Africa over the
years were not in vain. There are today three autonomous Mennonite
Conferences in Congo that have grown out of the work of CIM/AIMM
which total more than 225.000 members.”

FEBC delegates and other members have since expressed deep appreciation to
Jim for his good work in reminding them of their own history. Several said, “We
were not aware that this work, in which previous generations of our church
invested so deeply, has born so much fruit.”



o = Mennonite Burkinabe Expresses his Faith

There are many African Mennonite songwriters,
among them Emmanuel Josué Coulibaly . He
composes hymns that are sung in his local
congregation in Bobo Dioulasso, Burkina Faso.
Here is an excerpt from one of his compositions:

Where will I go? Where will | go?

| will be patient, and wait for the Creator God,
For there is no peace in the world

There’s no place of happiness on earth.
When | was in my home;

When | was in my neighborhood;

Samuel & Claire Traoré with a sister
in Christ sing during worship

When | was in my country; My thoughts went acro  ss the world.
But | observed how the world is;
Nowhere did | hear people speaking of peace.
If you question countries;
If you question their inhabitants;
If you ask questions everywhere;
All speak of the difficulties in life;
All speak of suffering in life;
All speak of the painfulness of life;
There is no peace on earth;
There is no place of rest on earth.
When we are in our homes;
When we are in our country;
When we are at work;
Let’s listen to the voice of our Creator;
God will give us peace;
God will give us rest.
Even if we are sick; Even if we are suffering;
Even if we are worried; Even if we are tired;
Even if we are tempted; Let us seek the face of Go  d with patience;
God know our weakness; May God the Father help us all!



Burkina Faso
Evangelical Mennonite Church
Youth Seminar 2011

Over 100 young people gathered in the newly completed national
Training Center in Orodara, Burkina Faso March 11-1 5, for the
Evangelical Mennonite Church’s annual Youth Seminar. The theme
for this year’'s seminar was, “How to Be a Good Disciple of Jesus”.
Youth worshipped together, heard biblical teaching, played sports,
ate meals together, and cleaned the yard of the local hospital as

a service project.



African Missionaries Built a Church

Paul Pohégnan along with his wife Martine served from October 2008 to June
2011 as a church planter of the Evangelical Mennonite Church of Burkina

Faso in the city of Koloko (southwest Burkina Faso near the Mali border). Paul
and Martine’s ministry was supported through a partnership between the
national church and AIMM. A nucleus of 10 members now forms the basis for
continued work in building up the Koloko Mennonite Church. Those members,
along with additional participants and supporters, gathered on Sunday June 26 to
wish Paul and Martine God'’s blessing as they return to Cote d’lvoire to continue
pastoral ministry there. Emmanuel Traoré , currently in pastoral training at the
Pondou Bible Institute, has been assigned as church planter taking over from
Paul and Martine as soon as his studies are completed.

Church President Siaka Traoré writes, « We want to take the opportunity to

give thanks to God, and to thank the members of the Burkina Faso Partnership
Council [including AIMM]
for this missionary
initiative that we have
experienced, and that we
would like to pursue in
other mission fields both
inside and beyond
Burkina Faso. ‘For we
are working together in
God’'s  service’ . I
Cor.3:9a May God bless
our communion in our
wider spiritual family! »

Friends gathered to celebrate Paul and Martine Pohé gnan’s
(lower right) ministry in Koloko on June 26, 2011.



AIMM’s New Display Cabinet

Nevin and Carolyn Albrecht contributed many hours
of their time over the last several months, and
employed considerable skill, in building a museum-
quality display cabinet for AIMM. Merrill and Lola
Gingerich donated materials as well as providing
additional support for the project.

The display case, which is six feet in length, two feet
wide and three feet high, has a wood frame and uses a
glass front and top as well as glass shelving to display
its articles.

Over the years, AIMM has received

numerous cultural artifacts from

Congo, including a number of items

recently from the late Samuel

Barkman . Samuel was the son of

J.P. and Mathilda Barkman, who

upon their arrival in Congo with

Congo Inland Mission in 1916, began

by establishing themselves in

Kalamba, the royal village of the

Lulua people. The artifacts that

Samuel entrusted to AIMM were from

what J.P. and Mathilda had collected

during a productive missionary

career that ended in 1945. AIMM’s agreement with Samuel included a commitment to
display the “Barkman Collection” for the public, a commitment which now is being
honored because of Nevin and Carolyn’s work.

The display case is located in the main hallway of the Depot, 1013 Division St., Goshen,
IN., the current location of the AIMM office. Come and enjoy!



MCC U.S. Appoints Director of Programs

Ruth Keidel Clemens , who spent her childhood in Congo
as part of the AIMM missionary family, has been named
Director of Programs for MCC U.S., according to a July 18,
2011 MCC news release. Together with Willie Reimer,
newly appointed Director of Programs for MCC Canada,
Ruth will administer MCC's international program. She is
also responsible for U.S. domestic programs. Her new role
begins Sept. 1. J. Ron Byler , Executive Director of MCC
U.S., says, “In leading MCC East Coast programs, Ruth
has demonstrated her commitment to work with the
churches. Ruth’s appointment should be a strong signal
about MCC's desire to strengthen its connections with our
sponsoring denominations in the United States and with Anabaptist churches around the
world.”

Congratulations, Ruth!  May the Lord bless you and make you a blessing in this
important role.

Congo Collaboration Meeting 2011

August 27-28, the “Congo Collaboration Group” met at Grace Church in Morton, IL.
Brad Graber of Hope for Congo organized the meeting, and Tim Bertsche arranged the
meeting venue.

Several members of the January 2011 Tshikapa Building Team attended, including:
Dale and Shirley Epp, Joe and Ellen Shetler, David  and Cathy Rocke, Arnold and
Grace Harder, Fred Suter, and Greg Zimmerman . Others were Harlan and Grace
Bartel, Ron and Linda Goertzen, Brad Graber, John M artens, Chuck Regier, and
Rod Hollinger-Janzen. Ina Rocke spent some time listening in on the conversation,
and ate a meal with us.

We heard reports from each other concerning a number of hope-giving, faith
strengthening initiatives in which we are involved. Two projects to which we want to give
particular focus as a group are: providing heart-language Bibles and songbooks for
Mennonite leaders and members; and strengthening Mennonite Church of Congo’s
health ministries by encouraging personnel development and helping to provide
appropriate supplies and equipment upgrades.



Mennonite Church of Congo Jesus Film Evangelism, 20 11

Vice President Joly Birakara
continues to lead Mennonite
Church of Congo as it shares the
Good News of Jesus with its
neighbors. Pastor Birakara leads a
team of evangelists who
accompany him in this work.

Easter weekend (April 23) a

special Jesus Film showing was

planned at the Tshikapa Kanzala congregation, which meets on the grounds of
the denominational headquarters. Over one thousand persons attended this
event. Easter Sunday a special worship service at Kanzala was organized,
involving all Mennonite Church of Congo congregations of central Tshikapa. The
church was packed, with some patrticipants needing to stand outside. During the
service 37 baptisms were performed, 13 men and 24 women.

Another Jesus Film trip was organized July 15-
25, traveling south from Tshikapa toward the
Angola border. Congregations which hosted
film showings included Kabilengu; Luanvula;
Lunvula; Lubudi; Nabondo; and Shakafutshi.
An estimated total of 3,500 persons saw the
film during this tour. 55 persons were
baptized.

In October 2011 another trip is projected, this time to Bandundu province west of
Tshikapa. Partner congregations for outreach will be: Mabangara (at Luange);
Kipita, Kafatu, Kabangi and Kinguba (all at Mukedi); Jimba (at idiofa); Koji (at
Ngula Gizeze); Lukolela and Misengi (at Kikwit).

Praise God! The church of Jesus Christ continues to reach beyond itself to share
LIFE with others. Mennonite Church of Congo and AIMM contribute equally to
covering travel costs for these trips.



Burkinabe Mennonites say “Goodbye”

to the Warkentin Family

Sunday May 15 at the Ouagadougou
Mennonite Church , Burkinabe
Mennonite leaders gathered to pay
tribute to Jeff and Tany Warkentin and
their children Danika, Asher and

Kenani (Mennonite Church Canada) for
over five years of missionary service
under the direction of the Evangelical
Mennonite Church of Burkina Faso.

Jeff and Tany served as “house parents” in the Ouagadougou Mennonite Foyer , a
ministry which welcomes and lodges Mennonite university students who come to study
in the capital city. They invested much in the building up of the Ouagadougou
Mennonite church . Jeff also contributed through teaching at the annual church
seminars, while Tany helped to orient and train church

workers to manage Partnership Council funds.

In a letter of thanks, Evangelical Mennonite Church President
Siaka Traoré stated,

“We want to express our gratitude to God for having
sent the Warkentin family among us. We believe tha titis God who gave to them the
willingness to obey His command to go and make of a Il nations disciples...

Jeff and Tany were always sensitive to those with whom they worked. They never
made decisions without consulting their colleagues. Their principle has been to work
alongside others. They acted as servants and nota s masters. | believe that it is this
humility on their part that helped them to avoid ma ny frustrations...

[I must also] mention the gift of hospitality whic h the Warkentin family
demonstrated. One just needed to inform them of on  €’s arrival in Ouagadougou, and they
immediately extended an invitation to stay with the m for lodging and food. Their
generosity was sometimes so great as to bother us...

Let me say thank-you to Kenani, Asher, Danika, Tany  and Jeff for your sacrifices made for
the good of others. You made love concrete through actions which have touched us.”



The following persons welcome invitations to share with
you about what God is doing through AIMM.

Jim Bertsche ibertsche@qogreencroft.net

Brad Graber bradleygraber@yahoo.com

Stan Graber stan@qgraberbackhoe.com

Arnold Harder agharder@frontiernet.net

Rod Hollinger-Janzen rod@aimmintl.org

Dr. John Martens john-martens@sbcglobal.net

David Rocke dcrocke@netins.net

Africa Journal

We welcome your contributions to the Africa Journal. Please send your photos,
articles and news items to:




